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I hope you all had a blessed Thanksgiving!  At Redeemer we have so 

much to be thankful for, and so much to look forward to! 

Out theme for Advent this year is ’Christmas at the Movies.’  Each Sun-

day, we will be taking a look a classic Christmas movie and finding con-

nections to Jesus and the Christmas story.  During our midweek Advent 

services, (Wed Dec 1, 8th, and 15th, at 11:00 am and 6:00 pm), the theme 

of all three services will be finding Jesus in the story of the Grinch.  We 

hope you join us, and the services will be available online as well.   

Sunday December 12th is our annual end of the year congregational vot-

ers meeting, starting at 9:15 am.  We hope that you join us to hear a min-

istry update, elect volunteers to leadership positions for 2022, and vote on 

the annual budget for 2022. 

As we enter into the new year, Redeemer is going to be starting a vision-

ing process, to help our congregation better understand where God might 

be leading us in the future.  We are hoping to have as many people in-

volved in the visioning process as possible, so we hope that you might 

consider helping.  You can read more about it in this newsletter, and more 

information will be coming out in the following weeks.  

And last but certainly not least, we look forward to celebrating Christmas 

with you on Christmas Eve, and Christmas Day.  On Christmas Eve, we 

are going to have three services, at 3:00, 5:00 and 7:00 pm.  We will have 

Christmas Day worship at 10:00 am.  If you know anyone who does not 

have a church home, this is a great time to invite them to join you for wor-

ship! 

Blessings! 

Pastor Chris 

PastorChris.LCR@comcast.net  914-325-7145 
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       Weekly  

Activities 
 

Sundays- 

Morning Worship  

    8:00 and 10:30 am 

Bible Study 

    9:15 –10:15 am 

Tuesday  

Ladies Bible Study 10:00 

am and 6:00 pm 

 Wednesdays Dec. 1,8,15 

 Advent Services 11:00 am 

and 6:00 pm 

Lunch 11:30 am 

 

 Elders' Meeting                              
Mon., Dec 6th.                              
9:00 am. 

 Council Meeting                              
Wednesday             
Dec  8th  6:45 PM     

 LWML  Luncheon 
Dec. 11th—11 am 

 Christmas Caroling to 
Shut-ins—3:00 pm 

 Lessons and Carols 
Dec  19th  8:00 and 
10:30 AM     

 Christmas Eve Ser-
vices 3:00, 5:00 & 
7:00 PM 

 Christmas Day Ser-
vice 10:00 am  
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Lutheran Church of the Redeemer                                                             



  

 2 

Advent-Christmas 
DECEMBER 2021 

“O COME EMMANUEL” 

We would like to invite you to be a part of  the many opportunities for worship, fellowship 

and service that Redeemer will be offering this year in honor of  the birth of  our Savior          

Jesus. Holiday highlights, services and fellowship events are listed below. 

Sunday, November 28 – Advent I 

 Worship 8:00 and 10:30 am 

 Bible Study 9:15 am—Visioning 

Wednesday, December 1 

 Worship 11:00 am and 6:00 pm  

 Lunch 11:30 am 

Sunday, December 5– Advent II 

 Worship 8:00 and 10:30 am 

 9:15 am—AV Updates for Sanctuary 

Wednesday, December 8 

 Worship 11:00 am and 6:00 pm 

 Lunch 11:30 am 

Sunday, December 12– Advent III 

 Worship 8:00 and 10:30 am 

 Congregational Voters Meeting 9:15 am 

Wednesday, December 15 

 Weekday Communion 9:00 am 

 Worship 11:00 am and 6:00 pm 

 Lunch 11:30 am 

Sunday, December 19– Advent IV 

 Lessons and Carols—8:00 and 10:30 am 

 Retirement Celebration—9:15-10:15 am 

Christmas Eve —Dec 24th 

 Candlelight Services 3:00, 5:00 & 7:00 PM 

Christmas Day —Dec 25th 

 Christmas Worship with Communion 10:00 

am 

Other Special Events 

Saturday, December 11th—LWML Luncheon (at CJ Cannons)  

11:00 am 

 Sunday December 12th— Congregational Voter’s Meeting 9:15  

Sunday, December 12th  — Caroling for Shut-ins—3:00 pm 

Sunday December 19th— Retirement Brunch/Celebration for 

Elizabeth Morgan and Debbie Appel 

Saturday, January 8—9:00 am—Church ‘Un-decorating’ Work 

Day 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

                                 1           
Advent Service 

11:00 am and 

6:00 pm              

2 3 4                

5 AV Updates 

for Sanctuary 

Presentation 

9:15 am                

6  Elders 

Meeting. 9:00 

am 

              

7        
Ladies Bible 

Study             

10:00 am and 

6:00 pm 

8         
Advent Service 

11:00 and 6 pm           

Church Council 

Meeting  6:45 

pm     

9 10 

 

11     
LWML            

Luncheon 

11:00 am            

12 Voters          

Meeting  9:15 

am               

Caroling to 

Shut-ins—3:00 

pm 

13               14      
Ladies Bible 

Study             

10:00 am and 

6:00 pm 

15             
Communion 

9:00             

Advent Service 

11:00 am and 

6pm 

16 17 18 

19Lessons and 

Carols Service 8 

and 10:30 

Retirement 

Celebration 

9:15 am                

20 21      
Ladies Bible 

Study             

10:00 am and 

6:00 pm     

22     23    24   
Christmas 

Eve Services  

3:00, 5:00 & 

7:00 PM 

25    
Christmas 

Day Service 

10:00 am 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

 

Two Service Times: 

Worship 8:00 & 10:30 

Bible Study 9:15 am 
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PLI Update 
Towards the end of October (Oct 20-23) Stephanie and I traveled out to Des Moines Iowa for 

our first in-person immersion through the PLI (Pastoral Leadership Institute) Leadership Es-

sentials Program.  And I wanted to share some highlights! 

But I wanted to start of by sharing that the content of the first immersion in April has already 

been a great blessing to Redeemer.  Our church council and elders did a book study on ‘The Post 

Quarantine Church,’ one of the books from April, and it has shaped our outlook and discussions 

in many positive ways.  Our fall sermon and Bible study series on living 

out God’s mission, and our Fall stewardship emphasis were also inspired 

by content from the reading and first immersion.  

Between the April immersion over Zoom and October, Stephanie and I 

each met monthly over Zoom with our PLI coach and a small group of 

other pastors/wives.  We also did some additional 

reading before the second immersion, including a 

book called ‘The Emotionally Healthy Leader.’ 

When we got out to Des Moines, we were excited to 

experience seasons, at least until we had to scrape 

ice off our windshield in the morning.  Spending October in Iowa makes me 

even more thankful to call Vero Beach home :)   

This immersion took place at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in 

Urbandale, Iowa.  We spent time in a large group for content 

presentation and table discussions, then spent time in breakout 

groups facilitated by a PLI mentor.  We kept to a tight schedule 

and did a lot in 3 days.  And meeting in person was made it a 

lot easier to get to know and form relationships with the other 

church workers and spouses. 

One of the primary topics for this immersion was discovering and living out your organization’s 

vision.  Our church leadership had already been discussing going through a visioning process at 

Redeemer, and our time at PLI reinforced why having a clearly defined vision is so important. 

We are excited to begin a visioning process at Redeemer in early 2022.  

We also discussed the importance of leading yourself first, because healthy churches need 

healthy leaders.  And we talked about the importance of empowering leaders in the church. 

Our next PLI immersion is in March, in Ham Lake, MN.  In the meantime, Stephanie and I are 

continuing our monthly coaching calls, and working to implement more of what we learned into 

our context here at Redeemer. 

Thank you so much for supporting our continuing education through PLI.  We are excited to see 

how God is going to continue to use this program to be a blessing to us, and to Redeemer! 
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Where is God Leading Us? 
A Vision for Redeemer 

So why talk about visioning to begin with?   

First off, Redeemer has been through a variety of changes in the last 4+ years.  We’ve been blessed to 

have welcomed in 100 new members, plus many new winter/associate members.  In that same period, 

we’ve also had more than 30 members pass away, move away, or transfer to another church.  Although 

we no longer have a preschool, we are using our facility in new ways, including for our Mommy and Me 

program, and renting our unused classroom space to Piece of the Puzzle behavior analysis. We have suc-

cessfully navigated through the challenges of doing ministry during the pandemic, and we are in a much 

better financial position than we were a few years ago. 

God is good.  He is certainly blessing our ministry here, and He always 

provides for His church.  I am confident that God has exciting things 

in store for our future.  But where is God calling us to go from here? 

We have lots of different options for things that we could do to help 

reach the people of our community in new ways. But like many 

churches, our resources and volunteer capacity is limited, so it is im-

portant for us to focus our attention on the things that allow us to 

make the biggest difference.  Having a common vision will help our 

congregation make decisions, and prioritize what is most impactful. 

We are going to be starting a visioning process in early 2022.  The goal will be to help discover 1) what 

God wants us to do, 2) what our community needs, and 3) what gifts, talents, and resources we have.  Our 

vision will find its focus in the intersection of those three areas. 

Oftentimes, when churches go through a visioning process, they have an 

‘expert’ from the outside come in to help.  Rev Scott Gress, is going to be help-

ing us through the visioning process.  He was formerly the senior pastor at 

Trinity Lutheran Church/School in Delray Beach, has served as a leadership 

coach/church consultant for 10+ years, and he has experience leading congre-

gations through a visioning process like this. 

The first step in the process is to create a visioning steering committee. The 

job of this group is to recruit congregational members to help with various 

tasks (demographic study, community interviews, time and talents survey, 

etc), and to compile/summarize the data.  At the end of the process, we will 

have an ‘envisioning day,’ led/facilitated by Scott, where we will present the 

data gathered by the committee, and, based on the data discuss where God 

might be leading us in the future.   

We hope that you will consider helping with this process.  The process is designed to involve as many 

members as possible, so that the vision of Redeemer is not the vision of a few, but represents the whole 

congregation.  If you think you might be interested in helping, please contact Pastor Chris.   

God has blessed our ministry so much, and we are excited to help discover how He plans to use us to be a 

blessing to our community in the future! 
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Retirement Celebrations 

This December, we will be celebrating the retirement of two of our longtime faithful workers, 

Bookkeeper Debbie Appel, and Church Secretary/Office Manager Elizabeth Morgan.  We 

have been blessed to have them serve at Redeemer for many years.  Below are a quick biog-

raphy and photo of them and their families.   

We hope that you join us to celebrate their retirement on Sunday December 19th, from 9:15-

10:15. We will be having a special brunch in the Fellowship Hall.   

We would like to give a retirement gift to Debbie and Elizabeth to thank them for their many 

years of service.  If you would like to contribute to a retirement gift, free will offerings can be 

made by placing cash or checks (payable to Redeemer) in an envelope, and mark it as 

‘retirement gift’ in the memo line, or on the envelope. Please place these envelopes in the of-

fering plate or return them by mail by Sunday, December 12th so that we may give them their 

gifts at the party on December 19th. 

Debbie Appel—Bookkeeper 

I am originally from Chicago, but I moved to 

Florida 36 years ago. I started serving as the 

bookkeeper for Redeemer in 2007, with Pastor 

Weikart.  I am looking forward to joining my 

husband in retirement by traveling and spend-

ing more time with family.  I also hope to con-

tinue my volunteer work in Haiti and teaching 

my greeting card classes.  

Photo from recent trip to Clearwater Beach with my husband Rick, son David and Kara. 

Elizabeth Morgan—Secretary/Office Manager 

I started my career at Redeemer in July of 2000. Beginning 

with pastor Robert C Baker, I’ve worked with Bob Cofer, Rob-

ert Weikert, Russel Johnson, Raymond Huddle, and Chris 

Kollmann. I’ve enjoyed my time at Redeemer and the Congre-

gation has always felt like a part of my family. I’ve worked with 

so many fine people in leadership and saw a great deal of 

change throughout the years. My family and I will always be 

grateful for the opportunity I had to work so close to home and 

to accommodate my family’s needs. I leave with a full heart to 

start my new career as full time Grand-mommy of two boys.  

Photo is of my husband Earl and I, along with our first grand-

son! 
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Christmas Caroling to Homebound Members  

On Sunday December 15
th
, starting at 3:00 pm, we will be or-

ganizing a group to go Christmas caroling at the homes of our 

homebound members.  It will be a great way for us to spread 

some Christmas cheer during the holiday season. Sign up on 

the bulletin board in the narthex or email Pastor Chris at Pas-

torChris.LCR@comcast.net   

Invite Someone to Church this Christmas! 

We want to challenge each Redeemer household to think of one person whom you know that may 

not have a church home, and invite them to church this year.  At this time of year, most people who 

may not attend church regularly are open to attending a church service…..IF ONLY someone that 

they knew would invite them.  Let that person be YOU this year!  Some great options are Les-

sons and Carols on Sun Dec 19th, or Christmas Eve at 3:00, 5:00, or 7:00 pm. 

Altar Care for 2022 

Please sign-up for 2022 Altar Care duty.  Sign-up sheet is 

posted in the Narthex. 

UnDecorating Workday 

We hope you join us to help ‘Undecorate’ the church on Saturday January 8th.  We will be starting at 

9:00 am, and many hands make light work.  Hope to see you there! 

Shopping for Christmas Online? You Can Help Redeemer! 

‘Amazon Smile’ is a simple and automatic way to support 

Redeemer every time that you shop, at no cost to you.  

When you shop at smile.amazon.com you’ll find the exact 

same low prices, vast selection, and convenient shopping 

experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Am-

azon will donate a portion of the purchase (0.5%) to Re-

deemer.  To start, just go to smile.amazon.com and search 

for “Lutheran Church of the Redeemer Vero Beach” 
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End of the Year Voters Meeting – December 12th  

On Sunday December 12
th
 we will have our annual End 

of the Year Congregational Voters Meeting between ser-

vices (Starting at 9:15). During this meeting, we will be 

electing officers to various leadership positions for 2022.  

We will also be presenting and voting on the budget for 

the 2022 calendar year.  We hope that you join us as we 

celebrate how God has blessed us in 2021, and look for-

ward to the exciting things that the Lord has in store for 

us in the future! 

Midweek Advent Services are Back 
We are having midweek Advent services on Wed Dec 8, and 15

th
, at both 11:00 am, and 6:00 pm.  

There will be a soup and bread lunch following the 11:00 am service. The messages from midweek 

services will all be based on parts of the movie – How the Grinch Stole Christmas.   
 

Sun December 5th – Sanctuary Audio Visual Update  
Redeemer’s leadership has been investigating getting a new sound system for the sanctuary, as 

well as doing some other audio/visual updates to increase our technological capability, and to im-

prove our livestream services.  We presented the recommendations to the congregation during Bible 

Study hour on Sunday December 5th. This was informational only, and a chance for the congrega-

tion to ask questions and give feedback.  Stay tuned for more information/updates in the future. 

Service of Lessons and Carols—Sun Dec 19th 

Do you find it hard to pick a favorite Christmas hymn, because there are so many good ones?  Do 

you love to hear the full story of Christmas? You’re in luck!  On Sunday December 19th Redeemer 

will be having a service of Lessons and 

Carols.  We hope that you join us as we 

dive into the scripture behind the Christ-

mas story, and sing lots and lots of Christ-

mas hymns!  And you might, just might, 

get to be there for the shortest sermon of 

the year!  We hope you can join us, and 

this will be a great day to invite a 

friend!  
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Christmas Worship Times 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship –  

3:00, 5:00 and 7:00 pm 

Christmas Day Worship w Communion – 10:00 am. 

Many Thanks to all of our members who have 

served Redeemer with your gifts and talents 

during the year 2021.  We are so blessed to 

have each of you involved, and we are excited 

to see how God will use your gifts and talents 

to bless our congregation and the community 

in 2022!!! 

Pick up your Envelopes for 2022 
You can pick your offering envelopes for 2022 in the Fellowship Hall – they are in 

alphabetical order.  If you do not have envelopes, but would like some, please 

email the church office at redeemerverobeach@comcast.net  

 
Women’s Bible Study 
Come and join our Women’s Bible Study on Tuesdays at 10:00 am or 6:00 pm.  

The 6:00 pm Bible study is also available over Zoom The theme is “But now I see: 

Finding God’s Plan for Your Life”  Books are available for free.  

Quilters are Back! 

Our ladies quilting/sewing group meets on Tuesdays after women’s bible study, 
from around 11:00-2:00 pm.  Bring a lunch.  Even if you don’t quilt or sew, feel 
free to bring any other project you might be working on, and join the fun! 

 

LWML Luncheon  

We are having an end of the year ladies lunch on Saturday December 11th, 
starting at 11:00 am at CJ Cannons. We hope that you all join us! To sign up, 
call or text Carol Fraher at 708-243-0548. Or email her at                            
tirelady02@msn.com 

 

Santa for Seniors 

The Senior Resource Association of Indian River County is doing a holiday gift 

drive for seniors in our community for isolated, homebound, or needy seniors who may otherwise 

not receive any gifts.  If you would like to bring an item to donate, there is a collection box in the nar-

thex.  There are brochures in the narthex with more information about SRA and the program.  Some 

items they are collecting include: Bath towel sets, throw blankets, electric can openers, pillows, puz-

zles, toiletry sets, white noise machines, pet accessories, and more.  Bring the gifts (unwrapped), by 

Wednesday December 8th. 

mailto:redeemerverobeach@comcast.net
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Day Date/

Time 

  Readers    Ushers   

Dec. 5 8:00 am  Nancy Kaufman     

 10:30 am  Ray Harakh  Terri Bell  

       

Dec. 12 8:00 am  Kim Woschnick    

 10:30 am  Tom Varble  Carol Robinson  

       

Dec. 19 8:00 am  Kathy Hopper    

 10:30 am  Sandy Chapman  Terri Bell  

       

Dec. 24  3:00 PM  Charlie Kiersch    

 
 5:00 PM      

 7:00 PM  Nancy Pundy P Peter Pundy  

       

Dec. 25 10:00 am  Tom Varble    

       

Dec. 26       

Please write your name in if you are able to serve in an “open’ spot”.  If you or 
unable to serve and need to reschedule, please contact Harry Robinson at            
harrymr3@comcast.net or (954) 675-7397.Thank you!  

mailto:harrymr3@comcast.net
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L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  o f  t h e  R e d e e m e r  

9 0 0  2 7 t h  A v e n u e  
V e r o  B e a c h ,  F L    3 2 9 6 0  

 
C h u r c h  :  7 7 2 - 5 6 7 - 8 1 9 3  

E m a i l :  r e d e e m e r v e r o b e a c h @ c o m c a s t . n e t  
 

   W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e  a t  8 : 0 0  &  1 0 : 3 0 a m                                          
B i b l e  S t u d y  a t  9 : 1 5  a m  

Visit us at 
redeemerverobeach.com 

Birthdays 

1  Betty Bair 

2  Don Williams 

     Pat Hagedorn 

6   Vicki Williams        
Sheryl Goodman 

9   Kim Woschnik 

11 Wanda Simmons 

14 Lee Hammerling 

15 Doug Doane 

18  Dick Hochella 

      Mike Tupek 

20  Connie Horn 

      Sharon Smith 

      Ray Harakh 

 

Wedding Anniversaries 

3 Ray & Toni Wendling 

28 Joseph & Sandra Hannam 

   Advent Colors 

 

One of the season’s symbolic colors is blue, representing 

hope. During Advent, we wait in hope to celebrate again 

God’s coming in human form, and we look forward in hope 

to Christ’s coming in glory at the end of the age. Purple sym-

bolizes the royalty of Jesus, the coming Prince of Peace, and the penitence with 

which we receive him. Some congregations also use pink or white candles in Ad-

vent wreaths, with pink symbolizing joy and white symbolizing the Christ child.  


